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THE LUROPEAN WAR.

ie the only mewspaper in the
wud by Speeial ®arrespondents

sollh both Prussion and Fremeh armies and al the leading
panituls; ond is lhe only paper reeeiring full gpecial dis-
palehes. Ihuen fir THE THINUNE dienalches have been
sged in an dmperfect form, by The New York Herald,
Wordd, Pimes and Sun.
—
THE AFFAIR AT SAARDBRUCK.

REPORT OF THE TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT—THE

AFFAIR OF SLIGHAT IMPORTANCE-—SAAR"

BRUCK NOT SERIOUSLY DEFEXDED BY THE

Tne TRinUNE
Dnited Statts fully represent

PRUSSIANS,
[BY TELEGRAPH TO TRE TRIRUKR ]
Loxnoy, Wednesday, Aug. 5, 1870,
The engagement at Sanrbrue k was between asmall
detachment forming a Prussian outpost and threedi-
vigions of French infantry supporting 28 guns. The
affair is of slight importance, and the loss trifling on
The correapondent of Toe
Trinvse at Ssarbruck says he was roused early on
Sunday morning by a report that the town was to be
evacnated, aud for the fifth or sixth time he packed

each  side, *i:ll‘l'll.'l]

up for a tart,

In gpite of the appavent importanee of maintain-
ing railway connection at Sanrbrock, the Prossians
bave never serionsly prepared to defend it, and
their movements are believed to be henceforth
indepondont of the Saarbruck line, Cousiderable
bodics of troops have entered Saarbruek at different
times, but not ae a garrison. The town itself is
indefensible, nnless the highta on the French side
are oceupied by a large force. In fact, those hights
hive only been picketed by Prussiana,

The attack repulsed on Saturday was a snfficient
warning of the Freuch intentions, but the Prussians
took no further steps, even when the French subse-

guently occupiod the woods. The mystery thus far
banging over Prussisn movements and plans is not
dispelled by the taking of Saarbruck. Nothing in
the Freneh aceount shows that they oceupied the
town itsclf, or have attempted to ascertain what
force lies beyond it.  The story of 40 prisoners made
by the French between Saarbruck and Forbach is an
1uvention. G. W. &
FRENCIL VERSION—THE EMPEROR'S DIS-
PATCH TO THE EMPRESS—" LOUIS AND 1" N
THE FRONT—THE TERRIBLE MITRAILLEUSES,
P ars, Wedvesday, Aug. §, 1870,
The French journals, this morning, publish the fol-

THE

Jowing aceount of the Saarbruck affair:

“The PFrench troops passed the frontier at 11
o'clock. They instantly encountered the Prossiand
stropely posted on the hights commanding Saar-
bruck, which were carried by a few battalions. The
capture of the town iustantly followed, the artillery
compelling the Prussians to evacnate it in great
laste. Gen. Frossard, with one division, defeated
{hres divisionsof the encmy. DBuildiogs in Sear-
bruck caught fire from the French artillery, and half
of the town was destroyed.  The mitraillenses were
need for the first time, and are reported to have
worked wonders.”
ir on his return to Motz after the battle

telegraphic dispatch to the Em-

The Emper
gent the following
preas ;

“ Lonis has reeeived his baptism of fire. He was
admirably cool and litile impresse d. A division of
Frossard's command carried (he bights overlooking
the Saar. The Prussians made a brief resistance.
Louis and I were in front where the bullets fel
about us. Louis keeps o bull he pis ked up. The
soldiers wept at lis tranguillity. We lost an officer
and ten moen, NaroLeos,"”

When the lnghts of Saarbruck were gccnipied, &
pattery of mitraillenses played upon the enemy’s
position in the presence of the Emperor and Frince
Faperor ondered the officer in charge

as the Prussians

lmperial. Th
not to fire unless it Was necessary,

were hidden in the nnderbrush, but afterward n de-

tachment of {he cnemy, seen near the railway at a
fistance of 1,600 meters, (2 45 miles) was fired at and
left half their number on tire field.
lachment met the sume fate, after which the enemy

A second de-

teared to appear.  The prisoners talen confess tothe

superiority of the Fronch guns.

The Figaro claims that the vietory at Saarbruck
was one of great importance. The Emperor wished
bo gain possession of Saarbruck, bocause it commands
the Valley of the Saar and fhe railway to Treves.
The latter eannot now beof any service to the enemy.

All the other French acconnts coincide as to the
festructiveness of the mitrailleur and tLhe compara-
tively small loss of the French troops.

The City of Metz was illuminated last night in’
banor of the victory. After the retreat of the Frus-
sians the French did not occupy the place.

The Empress with her nicces went this morning
to the Chupel of Notre Dame des Vietoires to offer
prayers of thanksgiving for the sufety and success
of the Emperor and Prince Imperial.

PRUSSIAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT—TIHE LOS8 TRIFLING
—TUHE POSITION REGARDED AS OF LITTLE

IMIPORTANCE.
Loxnos, Wednesday, Aug. 8, 1670,

A dispatch from DBerlin gives the following as the
Prussian officia] aceount of the Saarbruck affair:

* Yesterday o small detachmentistationed at Saar-
briuck was attacked by three French divisions,
After a sharp nction the position was abandoned
the Prussians falling back on their supporis. The
Joss wus tritling. ™

A telegram from Amsterdam also eonfirma the
report of 1he French exploit at Ssarbruck, bot ealls
it a coup de theatre to act on Paria, and not & military
snccess, The Prussians, it is said, regarded Saar-
bruck us o position without military value, and
intrusted it to ouly two companics.

—

FRENCH REPORTS. J
THE EMPHESS UKGED TO PREVENT THE WITH-
DRAWAL OF FRENCH TROOP: FROM ROME—
INFLAMMATORY APPEALS AGAINST GERMAN
RESIDENTS IN PARIS.
F5Y TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE ]
Lospox, Tuesday, Aug. 2, 1870,

The special correspondent of The Daily News in
Paris writes an the st inst, that the clerical party is
making great efiorts with the Empress to keep the
French troops at Rome, The Government papors,
perceiving the hapossilility that Italy should exe-
cute the Beptember Convention in such a way s to
guarantes the Pope's remaining, now  suy
evicuslion is dne to strategical, not political, con-
siderations. The Ewperor's purpose may yet give
way. §

Paul Cassaguac, in the Pays of Monday, demands
reprisals ugainst 100000 Germans iu Poris whom he
denounces as spies; and he proposss to ewcite the
people to compel their immnediate expulsion,

It is reported that Lee and Bowuregurd have of-
fared their services to Frauce, but were declined by
Labauf. > G. W. B.
ANOTHER TRIAL OF THE MITRIALLEUR—CAMPS

ON THE SPANISH FRONTIER—IMPROVING THE
CONDITION OF THE TROOPS.
Paxis, Wednesday, Aug, 8, 1570,

The new revolving cannon hus been tried at Va-

denoe, Gud s said W Do groat sypcoss, 4 ouire

the

THE

FRENCH AND PRUSSIAN SITUATION ON THE RHINE—THE BALTIO PORTS AND THEIR DEFENCES.
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Our special and other dispatehes this morning are of
unusnal fnterest, as loeating the positions of the Prussian
armies, As a help to the reader we publish above s map
showing the Ruine fortreases, the Baltie, North, Mediter-
ranean, and Atlantic ports of France and Prussia.

It will be seen that the main foree, known a8 the "Army

of the Rhine,” I8 posted from the Mosells acroma the
Rhine and thenee along the Upper Rhine, This line con-
forms to that of the French before reported sa stretching
from Thionville by Metz, and Pfalzburg to Strasbourg.
The center of the French army bas been pushed forward
to the esst of Saarlouls at Baarlirnck as asort of entering-

weodge, evidently with the purpose of getting possession of
the high groand between the Moselle and Rhine. Bescrve
corps of the Prussians are reported at Cologne, Mayence,
and Ema (the latter a short distance north of Frankfort),
a4 supparts of the * Army of the Rhine,” but also
in position to move, If necessary, to the north to

oppose any movement of the French from the coast.
For the defense} of the Baltic and North or German sea-
ports of Germany, corps have been estublished at the
mouth of the Oder, defending Stettin, near the Baltie Sear
and at the mouth of the Elbe, defending Hamburg and
Eremen.

spondent describes it s o terribly destructive
weapon at 5,000 yards.

The French Government has explained to the Cah-
inet at Madrid that the camps which have recently
been formed near the Spanish frontier were simply
places of rendezvous and training for the Garde Mo-
bile.

1he Emperor is now busily engaged in the con-
sideration of several plans for improving the uniform
of the French soldiers, which are to be made much
lighter. Dr. Augnste Nelaton has also been ordered
to the headguarters of the Fremch Army on the
frontier, with a view to the reorgauization of the
Ambulance Corps.

M. Ollivier has asked the Emperor for definite in-
structions regarding reports to the press and corre-
gpondents accompanying the nrmy. No answer has
yet been received, but it is understood that the Em-
peror has ordered the release of the correspondents
under arrest in Metz as spiea. The correspondents
of Tha Daily Telegraph and Fall Mall Gazelte are said
to have been among those arrested at Metz; but they
were released on promise of being more prudent
hereafter.

The Garde Mohile is going forward to Chalons as
fast as possible, and the people there receive them
with great enthusiasm. The Figaro of to-day an-
nounces the death of Gen. Gaujal, commanding o
anhdivigion at 8trasbourg. The Momifenr this morn-
ing says there will be no féte in Paris on the 15th of
Angust this year, The Empress will not go to the
front on a visit, as has been repurted. A captain in
the Prussian army, who elaimed to be 4 Belgian, has
Deen arrested hers, The statement that o brother
of the King of Denmark is with the Prussisn army is
false. He is in the Aunstrian service,

M. Vimercaté, who went on a special mission to
Florence and Vienna, has returned. He was re-
ceived yesterday by the Empress, and started this
afternoon for Metz.

A eouncil of war was held at Motz yesterday even-
ing, at which all the commanders of the urmy on the
German frontier were prescut,

————

PRUSSIAN REPORTS,

TIE KING ASSUMES COMMAND OF THE ARMY—
MORE  SKIRMISHING—DISI'OSITION OF THE
PRUSSIAN FORCES.

BErLS, Wednesday, Ang. 3, 1870,
King William, who is now at Mayence, to-day
imsned
assnming the Commandership-in-Chief, in which he
.

BAVA:
« All Germany stands united agalnst a nelghboring

Btate which has surprised us by declaring war without
justification. The satety of tho Fatberland (s threat-
ened, Our honor and our hearths are at stake, Today
1 wssume comand of the whole army. 1 advance
chigerfully to & coutest which ln formur Lues our fathers,
uuder smilar circumstanees, fought glortously, The
whule Fatherland sud myself trust confidently in you.
The Lord God will be with our righteous cause,"

The advanced posts of Marshad Bazaine's corps had
s brush to-day with the enemy’s sharpshooters,
Several of the latter were killed. The French suf-
fered no loss.

A reconnoissance was made yesterday by a body of
Baden light horse aud  Prussian lissars. The force
engaged a French seouting party near Stargerbroon.
One officer wae killed and several wounded on the

Frouch side. Two Pruggighe werpalightly wounded

u proclamation to the armies of Germany,.

The following is given to-day as the numbers and
disposition of the Prussian army :

The Duke of Mecklenburg commanda 109,000 men at the
mouth of the River Oder, defending the important Baltie
port of Btettin, 79 miles north-cast of Berlin, At the
month of the Elbe, Gen. Falkenstein has 68,000 men, de-
Near

fending  the land app hes to Hambure,
Ems, Gen. Herwarth de  Bittenfeld  com-
mands 0,000 men, The Army of the

Rhiue consists of the following bodies: 80,000 men at
Cologne, under Gen. Bteinmets; 180,000 at the Junction of
the Main with the Rhine, under Prince Frederick Charles,
and 160,000 along the Upper Rhipe, under the Prince
Royal Frederick William. ‘The Chilefs of Staff are Gens,
Moltke, Blumenthal, Bporling, and Rtehle.

The IP'russisn Government has summoned a levy
en masse to defend the consta,

Prinee Frederick Charles is reported ill at Oder-
burg. The Prussian troops in the field are said to be
guileriug from a deficiency of camp equipage- They
have no shelter-tents, and large bodies of men are
compelled to sleep on the ground without protection
from the inclemency of the weather, A constant
exchange of shots is going on between the sharp-
shooters all along the lines, and much ammunition
is squandered. An immense entrenclied samp is pre-
paring between Frankfort and Mayenee.

o ——
THE ATTITUDE OF ENGLAND.
(:LA'[ISTCINE'.'F HESITATING POLICY UNPOPULAR—
THE SENTIMENTS OF RUSSELL AND GRANVILLE
MEET MORE AVPROVAL—SWEEPING PROVI-
SIONS OF THE NEW FOREIGN ENLISTMENT ACT,
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
LoxpoN, Tucaday, Aug. 2, 1870,

The disappointment at Gladstone’s failure on Mon-
day night to make a positive declaration to protect
fielgium, seems, so far, more general and even in-
dignant than I yesterday described it. Throughout
hig speech the House had an air of painfnl waiting, .
changing at its close to one of unsatiefied expecta-
tion, To-day people are no longer silent. Liberals
and Conservatives complain atlerly that Govern-
ment fails to comprebend the determination of the
people, and that Gladstone's economical and senti-
mentakehrinking from war threatens to precipitate
England into the very conflict ho seeks to avert.

The complaints of the German press on England's
irresolute poliey and imperfect nentrality are felt to
be just. Influential Liberals have already repre-
sented to Government the danger of deserving re-
proach, as it did from America, urging that some de-
cided step be tuken, or some clear declaration made,
both as to Belginm and a8 to the operation of the
Nentrality acta. The decision respecting coul will
not satisfy Prussia.

Farl Russell's speech to-night against France rep-
resented the Liberal feeling far better than Glad-
stone’s, and was heartily approved in both Houses.
The statement which be drew from Earl Granville,
thiongh not explieit, was significant of a more de-

il policy than has been before amnonneed ; still
it does not meet the view of & strong party. which
insists that the way for England to keop out of
the war is in o frank assertion of her readiness to go
into it when necessary. Nobody here cares anything
about the shadowy possibilities of future mediation,
which seem so slluring to Gladstone ; benee journals
friendly to Government, and solicitous that England

yond their literal senso, and insist that they mean

all that the country wants them to mean.

The Daily Neaes of the 5d inst. calls Granville's re”
gponse prompt and satisfactory—adding that his lan-
guage was not a8 unreserved as Earl Russell’s, but it
was a8 clear and unmistakable, Earl Granville said
that at some futare time he might be more specitic ;
he could not be more intelligible, and even Lord
Russell professed bimself satisfied. Recurring to
Monday's debate, the same paper says “an armed
neutrality in conjunetion with another great mili-
tary Power cannot but have a menacing significance;
but Mr. Disraeli only gave utterance to the prevail-
ing sentiment, both in Parliament and ont-of-doors,
when he insisted on our nentrality being in a condi-
tion to make itself respected.”

The new Foreign Enlistment bill, read a second
time in the Commons on Monday, forbids the enlist-
ment of British subjects anywhere, or of aliens in
the Kingdom, Building ships for the belligerents
is eriminal, equally with fitting and equipping them.
The Secretary of State may issue & warrant to arcest
such vessels, and the Court of Admiralty may con-
demn them. If they escape, then the prizes bronght
by them to the ports of Great Dritain shall be re-
stored to their owners, G W, 8

il
ENGLISH REPORTS.

EFFECTS OF FRENCH TARDINESS—NEGOTIATIONS
CONCERNING HAMBURG AND BREMEN—THE
THE PRICE OF SUBSTITUTES IN PARIS.

Losvox, Wednesday, Aug. 3, 1870,

It is admitted by some of the French officers that
the tardiness of their movements has sacrificed some
of their advantages. An early start, it is thought,
might bave overwhelmed Germany, but now France
may be eompelled to act mainly fon the defensive.
Advices from a private source attribute the delay in
the opening of the campaign after the armics were
ready on both sides to the renewal of Napoleon's
proposals for peace, which were finally refused to-day
by DBismarck.

It is rumored to-day that negotiations are pending
to keep open the ports of Hamburg and DPremen
during the war, It is said that the United States, as
well as England, is urging this.

A dispatch from Paris says that £300 is paid for
substitutes, and they are scarce at that.

Horses are said to be scarce in both Germany and
France, the Germans needing them for cavalry, and
the French for artillery,

It is stated here that the Dutch troops now ocenpy
{-‘:,',lfm and Utrecht, and varions points on the

—————
THE PRESS ON THE BITUATION.

ENGLAND'S NEUTRALITY—REPORTS CONCERNING
BISMARCK'S FORMER INTENTIONS—THE WAR

AGAINST BISMARCK, NOT PRUSSIA.
Loxpow, Wednosday, Aug. §, 1670,

The Morning Standard, referring to the Alabamn
question, hopes that in the present war England’s
neutrality will be less ambiguous. England is freely
exporting hopses to Germany, which are immediately

forwarded to the seat of war.
A late wumber of the Vienna Post says that “he

Grand Duke of Baden nsserts that King William, in

a conversation with him in 1806, informed him that

Count Yon Bismarck waa eager to cede the region

aboud the river Saar to France, but that the King
 and his Council declined.

aball do bier whole duty, prose Gpasille's useild be-

_Tho Jewnel Qe of Fadle to-day declarse s ) b

the present war is not against Germany nor against
King William, but against Dismarck. The Joumnal
also regrets that the * Prossian King submita to the
domiuation of this violent and unscrupulous Minis-
ter.”

The Paris Presse saya that the declaration of the
Duke of Gramont regarding the neutrality of Bel-
ginm, which was recently sent to London, will socon
be communicated to Parliament.

The Daily News of this morning says the French
Government bas declined the services of Lee and
Beanregard.

The Berlin Correspondens declares that the Prus-
sian Army is ready to take the offensive and carry
the war into France.

The Gaulois announces that the Ambassadors of
Aunstria, Spain, and Turkey had an important inter-
view yesterday with the Duke de Gramont.

smie syl
THE NEUTRAL POWERS.
A RUSSIAN FLEET IN THE BALTIC—AUSTRIA'S
ARMIES OF OBSERVATION,
Loxpow, Wednesday, Aug. 3, 1870,

A Russian fleet has sailed from Cronstadt to cruse
in the Baltic.

Aunstria has an army corps in Bohemia commanded
by Gen. Maroicio, and another in Moravia under
Field-Marshal von Ramming.

s B
THE FINANCIAL SITUATION.
BANKERS REFUSING TO PAY GOLD—FALL OF
ENGLISH CONSOLS AT BASLE.

Pasis, Wednesday, Aug. 3, 1870,
Owing to the deranged state of the money warket,
all the bankers are refusing to pay goll. Some of
the banking houses here have made arrangementa to
pay guld in Paris or London to all holders of letters
of eredit on them, As there are now so many Amer-
icans in Switzerland, where the banks have almost
ceasind to make discounts, exeept to manufactnrems,
only one or two houses pay, ot Basle, gold without
reduction for drafts against lettors of credit.
Advices from Basle, Switzerland, state that the
fall in English consols in that city is considercd as a
certain indieation of the implication of England in
the preseut war.
i

PATRIOTIC AID SOCIETY.

A mass meeting of the Germans of the Sev-
enteenth Ward was held last eveulng at Germania Hall,
in Avense A, Mr, Kinkle was elected President, Mr.
Merte, Vice-President, Jaques smitz, Secretary, and Fred.
Flaocus, Treasurer.§ Dr. Straubenmifler was chosen dele-
gate to the Genernl Committee. Mr. Merts adidressed

the weeting, and said that o Widows' and Orphans' Aid

goviety had been organized in Berlin, which had already
held communication with the Executive Committee of
this city, ln order to coddperate with thom. Arrangetienis
have also been made by the banking-house of Beligman
Brothers to send all moneys collocted for the German
fund, in the United States, to Prussls, froe of exchange,
which, consderiug the Wgh rates charged in war twes,
Is andtem of mo sunll nportance.

A Finatiee Committee of 40 was elocted to solielt sub-
seriptions and collect m“wnny in the &-ruuﬁwuﬂ; Ward,
and consisted of the following gentiemen ; engeller
Fred. Flasceus, Dy, Haase, Winter Hros, Jucoh suieule,
Hr. mrum:nﬂuu. I'm-ar( ( IT““I.J.Q Hiriat Ker l)ll ::::-

Caguer, Lewis Gporge, Clarles ooll,
ruﬂ gr. | kﬂpm.'fﬁuuu. Bchuster, sweinforth, Redow,
wn T

Dr Straabouiniler (b delogele 5 1 enimtomthat

e 1 wis offer »

i { the Executlve Comuttes of the

Soclety be pald out only whin dde-
cided by 8 majority of the General Committee. After
mleunu uu':oumﬂmw mougy e moet-

WAR CORRESPONDENCE.

FRENCH HEADQUARTERS AT METZ.
DEFENSES OF THE CITY—PUTTING THE FORTS I8
A DEFENSIBLE CONDITION—A BATTERY OB
MITRAILLEUSES—THE ' FRENGH MODEL IN-
FERIOR.
4urm |PROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESFOXDENT |
Merz, July 21.—1 was just gitting down te

write you an acconnt of my’\‘l-'-it‘l,u.t'.?.. Furt Bt. Quentin,
now constructing on one » the bills whicir g -w&
town of Mete, when I learnt that the corresfoludemt o2
The London Times and two English officars huud just boen:
arrested, They were at 8 eafé, baving mads a.soldier
drnnk, and were trying to * pump” Lim, The oniy re-
silt of their effurts to obtain infortontion was that they
were promptly arvested, pud burried to the frontier. L
hope 1o have an Wterview of Marshal Pazalie, qommand -
ing the Third Corpe d'Armée here shortly, amlto gi¥e
¥ou yet further detalls aa to the use of so svere s meds
ureé toward two EngMsh officers. Jonrnalists, we sil
know, are fuir geme, aud your Paris eorrespondent will
:;‘ this h:'.;.‘wll'::lﬁm mors than Druconiun law on
€ Preaa ng war with FPrussis, pussed

Ollivier's lberal government. sl
Now to give you an acconnt of my wvisit to Fort S,
Quentin, when, so far from belng srrested (althoungh I
waa aceompanied by an Englsh officer, and make ne
secret of the fact) 1 was treatod with the greatost poss).
ble politenesa, | had been struck by the uwmerous and
hwportant works being construeted on all sides of Meta
on my firstfarrival, and determiued to visit them and in-
spect them narrowly if by any possible wesas [ could ob-
tasdn an eutrance, At the hotel in Metz they assmred me
at once that it was quite impossible for any evilian to
enter the new forts; they would, of course, be delighted
to supply me with a carriage to go with, sad we shonid
enjoy o flne view ; but see the forta! pas poarible. Wiy,
I never saw them myself,” sald mloe host.  But wo
thought it possible there were probably @& god
many other things our lavdlord had never seen,
s0 off we started. We passed one of the thres
camps now formwed round Motz on our way directly we
hadt cleared an tnnumerable multitude of gates, glacis,
porteullises, and drawbridgea, 1 counted four of theso
latter, and my friend, the English officer aboveanen-
tioned, says [ ndssed one, and that there were five in all,
Soon wfter we had quitted] the town sud passed the
camp of Bao-5t. Martin, we got ameng the vineyastds, the
vines running right down to the edge of the road, m many
cases without even a ditel to ppotect the grapes from tbe
gaming of Motz After about half an bour's drive ourear-
ringe was brought to o standstill by & long train of ar-
tlilery  wagons, whose drivers had stopped 1o
breathe tholr horses, in front of us, and now our eocher
begnn to shew signs of fear. He wanted to wop, saying
hie could uot get past the wagons, bul just as he was
speaking they otarted off, and he consentod lo goon
agaln, About a quarter of & mile further on e came W

another stop, aud this time he  refused
to be forted, exy ing Uvely fears of

the sentinel in sight at the fort, about a guarter of a
mile higher up, mukiog use of his Chassepot if we Wil
a yard further, There waa nothing for it but to get out
and walk, so we trudged np the steep and dusty rosd to
the entrance of the fort. The sentinel received us very
politely, and abowed no aigns of making any hostile use
of bis musket. He told us we must come with him to
the guard-room, and speak to the “sergeant.” The ser
geant referred us to the captain commanding, and we
sat down to wait for that personsge o lis buresu in ons
of the casemated, Getting tired of walting, we asked leave
to go out and scek the captain, nod soon met him riding
back from o slster fort hard by, When he hoard what
we wanted, he demurred s little at first; but,
after having exsmined omr  passperts, and
satisfled himself that they ‘were en  rigle,
he mnot only decdded to et us  vikit  the
fort but told ome of the Heutemants oo doty
to accompany us and do the boners. We were acoordingty
shown everyw herejandfe verything by & most intelligent
young officer, who not only answercd all our questions,
but spoutancously volunteered fnformation which he
thought might interast us. The fort, e told us, woid

be defensible In 34 hours, the cannon, 0 in number, wore

even then being got into position, sod the ditches, B

vards deep and as many wide, wore'fiuishod for purposs

of defenac, as too were the cascwents aud bomb-proot

barracls, Fort St. Quentin, or perhaps T ought to sy,

Forts 81, Quentin, for there are two, stund on the somiit

of a blgh il which overlook for miles the broad vallsy

of the Mease, ln which Metz stands,  Thelr guna would
play with tremendous effect on any enemy advaneins up
the valley to attack the town at its fect, and & beaten
or demoralized army might find ample shelter lu the
valley which we had just crossed, guarded on one ide

by the gums of the town, and on the other by the fort we

weredn, Our friend, the leutensnt, compluined tarribly

of the diMculty of getting Ihs men to work on the lork

“ They are all thinking sod talking of nothing bt fleht-

ing, eoyes cuiis, sl every now and then put down ther

plekaxes and shovels to listen to a comrmde Who tues cone

up from Metz with some absund story of a great baitie

having begun. However, we shall be off to the fronticr
in efight days,” be added. 1 asked him It he had scen

guns mounted on the Monerief aystem, but he hald never

aven heard of it. Nor id he know what a Spencer or 8
Henry repeater wos. The fusil @ wiguille, or Prissdan
needle-gun, was all be seemed to care about,

How long did he think the war would lnst? * Aboud

two months, not longer. The Prussinns, even It vie
torivus, cannot keep thelr armies o the feld for more
than three months st o time, for as by thelr system they
take all men, of all ranks and occupations alike, to ght,
they exhuust themselves terribly ina very short time,
all commerce and business being ot o complote standatill
while the war laste.” This, of eourse, ia ai enemy’s
apinion, but that of an jutelligent one.  He told ns how
two Prussians bad been taken in the forts on the oppo
site mide the valley. One of them, a captain of en-
gineers, was recognized Ly o Prussian workingman
employed on the ecarthworks, This man told his com
rades that there wos Capt, von —— walking on the bas
tion; the guasrd was tarned out, and the capladn wa
arrested; 10,000 franes were found on him, and be
at once owned who Le was, He la now meditating on
the errors of his ways in the military prison in Mete clta
del, Mujor Awdre was bhung for less, for the Prussiss
was in pladn clothes, aud owned that he was secking in
furmution us to the new fortift ations, I should ot omit
to wention that the fuct of these seme fortifivations hav
Ing been commeuced some months ago is o clear proof, it
proof were needed, of how the French had long ago de
termined t be prepared for an offensive war on the trst
opportunity. For the new forts are not mevely destined
to defend Metza, The town s magnicently fortitied as it
18, No, they are lutended to proteet 8 vast eneamipment
as Bt the present moment, or to give shelter and breath
frg-thiue to 8 beaten army.
As we peturned to Metz we passed a battery of the
nineh-talked of mitrallleases coming in from the stathn,
They bad eachla tarpuulin over them, but it was plain to
wny one who lad ever seen o mitralliewss what they
wire, Beside the care kewto prevent anyene from
cowlng nenr thein was suffielent to sbow that they were
ot n #lx- fer tleld-ph It Is hardly neces
sury to tell your resders that the tremendous sceret
about-tlies: weapons is Bo scerct st all, thefe being
druwings of the Freneh wespous in every srsensl in
Europe. Itls beslde well known that the French Gov-
ernmment has adopted o very luferfor model to that chosen
by the Belgian, Prussian, sad British Governments,
The Prusstans, to, have o model of their own which ia
suporior to the French, Al artillery officers are unaui-
mous 1u declaring that mitrailleases will only be sbis to
e used in peculiar places and clreutustances—in the
ureach of & fort, it & narrow dofile, or In streot-figliting.
It ia doubtless for this Inteer purpose that the Fremeh
Governmont thinks they way want their present lurge
stock. The rauge of the mitrallieuse being far inferiof lo
that of the lightost eld-pieces, they would at once Lo
stlonced in the deld,

I s afrwid T wust dispel the Nustons of wany of your
readers s to the French pivandieres. Those oue e ts
duily walking abont the streots here, or selliug onn-de
vie il omnp, are very different from Mdlle. Pattl, ju La
Fille du Kegiment. Coarseand sun-burnd, they have very
itk poetsy in thelr looks, though wany of tham wear
the Legion of Howor for bravery in carrying drink and
belp to the wounded uuder fire.

At the present moment thore are all kinds of whmird
rumors in clreulation s to fights betweon the Freuch
and Prussisn outposts; but [ have good reason to believe
that up (o the present bothing whatever has Bappened.
Marshal Bazalue s st the Hotel de I'Europe, opposito
where | sl writiug, and, altbough bis horses are stand-
{ng rosdy saddled (n the court-yard, ad those of his
staff in this hotel, he has not yet moved. The telograph
ix practically enfirely takon up by the Go 1, sad
even lotters come lu the most wikd aud ecoentric manuc.
Vnlesa the troops move forward very quickly, there wili ba

& ot of fewine Bery; for all eommunicabion or bes s



